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Vientiane telegram Ho. [uf •ay 16: Laos] paragraph 7* 

I agree that it would be extremely difficult to get 
rid of Phoumi at this stage. He will not go willingly and 
he presumably still has the backing of Colonel Siho and the 
only effective military unit in Vientiane. While Phoui 
Sanaa ikone and the other politicians would no doubt be glad 
to see the last of him they would not be willing to run any of the 
risks of mounting a coup against him. His removal would 
have to be left to others. 


2. I agree therefore that we should concentrate for the 
present on getting him to attend the meeting at the Plain of 
Jars and to negotiate sensibly. Unfortunately he is likely 
to make every difficulty when he gets there, in the same way 
as he did when he agreed to attend the three Princes meeting 
at Geneva. 

3. Phoumi* s position has however been seriously weakened, 
recent events must have made him aware of this. He has failed 
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to get any adequate support during his round of trips abroad, 
and his Army has been seriously disorganised. Indeed, by 
their action at Nam Tha the Pathet Lao have made it clear 
that General Phoumi* s plans for setting up a separatist .-State 
in the South as a last resort are unworkable unless it is 
garrisoned by foreign troops. The only prop now left to 
Phoumi therefore is the possibility of internationalising 
the struggle and involving American or SLATG forces in Laos, 
Although the Americans claim that they have taken great care 
to avoid suggesting that the troops which they are sending 
to Thailand will be readily available for any plans of 
General Phoumi, he cannot but feel that they are that much 
closer and can be more easily inveigled into Laos. If 
he is to be persuaded to negotiate seriusly he must somehow 
be disabused cf these ideas so that he is deprived of his 
only remaining grounds for resistance. 

Um There is also the point that it wvtild oe extremely 
difficult ever to justify any SrATO action in Laos if it 
appeared to be in support of Phoumi’ s crumbling rdgime. 

5. This poses an extremely difficult problem out I should 
be grateful if you would discuss with the State Department 
whether there is anything which can now be usefully said to 
Phoumi. Would it for instance he possible to inform Phoumi 
and other responsible leaders that if the question arose 
of American troops having to intervene in Laos they «,>uld 
under no circumstances respond tu an appeal if ic were made 
by the present discredited goveenment? This does not go 
very far beyond what president Kennedy has already told the 
Laotian Ambassador in Washington. 
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